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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 0868 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, SO, UR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTURE OF SOVIET ADVISORS 

REF: A. NAIROBI 4683 B. MOGADISCIO 818 

1. WE HAVE RECEIVED UNCONFIRMED REPORT FROM SOMALI ARMY 
OFFICER THAT DEPARTURE OF SOVIET ADVISORS FROM SOMALIA 
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BY COMPLETION OF 
SAM-2 MISSILE INSTALLATIONS IN AND AROUND MOGADISCIO. 

ACCORDING TO SOMALI OFFICER, SOVIET ADVISORS HAD 
COMPLETED WORK AND WERE WITHDRAWN. 

2. HE STATED THAT GSDR HAD NOT RPT NOT SOUGHT THEIR 
REMOVAL. ALTHOUGH THEIR DEPARTURE WOULD GIVE MINOR 
RELIEF TO GSDR FOREIGN EXCHANGE SQUEEZE, SINCE ADVISORS 
WERE PAID IN HARD CURRENCY BY GSDR. SOVIET DEPARTURES 
NUMBERED SEVERAL HUNDRED. 

3. WE HAVE NO RPT NO REPORTS OF ANY ADDITIONAL SOVIET 
DEPARTURES IN RECENT WEEKS. NEW SOVIET/SOMALI ECONOMIC 
ACCORD, WHICH PROBABLY PROVIDES FOR ADDITIONAL SOVIET ADVISORS, 
DOES NOT RPT NOT SUGGEST THAT USSR MOVING TO REDUCE ITF 
ADVISORY PERSONNEL IN SOMALIA. (SEPTEL). 
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